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PETITION FOR RULEMAKING to amend(fhe Code of Federat
Regulations, T.itle 47, pant 73.202(b);: Table of FM Allotments

I, Pon Schwantz, Vice President of Atlantic Mornis
Broadeasting, Inc., Licensee o FM Broadcast Station WKTU,
Ocean C.ity, NI, heneby nequest that the Commission amend the
Table of FM Atlotments and nequine the §ollowing:

1.} that the allotment of channel 2524 (9&.3 MHz) to
Secafond, DE be deleted;

2.) that channel 253A (9§.5 MHz) be added to Secafond, DE
as a neplacement fon channel 2524 (98.3 MHz); and,

3.) that that WECY-FM, Seafond, DE be nrequired to change
openating channel §rom 252A (9§.3 MHz) to 253A (9§.5 MHz).

Thenre presently exists considerable 9§.3 MHz co-channef
intenference between stations WKTU, Ocean City, NI and WECY-
FM, Seafond, DE. PRoth stations have transmitten aAites which
are separated by onfy 103.8& hifometenrs. Pant 73.207(b)(1)
0§ the Rufes apeciflesr a minimum separnation of 115.00
hifometens. This 11.12 hilometen shont-spacing 44 wonrsened
by the fact that a significant portion of the anrea between
the coverage aneas cf both stations hast a Aignal path across
the Delawanre Bay. This condition provides minimal
attenuation of the undesired .intenfering signals between both
stations. The bay dinectly sepanrates Cape May County, NI and
Sussex County, DE, which are counties to which WKTU and WECY-
FM cach neapectfully have thein transmitten sites and
communities of Licentse Located.

Study of this .interfenrence problem (s without sclution
with nespect to changing the operating frnequency of WKTU as
ne othen §requency was found whiich connects this shont-
spacing discrepancy without creating new increasingly seriouws
shont-spacing conditions. On the othenr hand, WECY-FM can be
changed one channc? as nequested henein and nesufltingly « Subnid ﬁ[::]
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nemove this shont-spacing condition noet onty to co-channel
station WKTU, but alre to co-channef station WSMD,
Mechantcaville, MD, 1o which WECY-FM s curnently 9.0
kifometens shont-spaced. In othen words, nealfocation of
WECY-FM §nom 9§.3 MHz to 9§.5 MHz wifl nemove alf shont-
spacing fon WECY-FM and pewmit the fLicentee of WECY-FM the
option to apply to the Commission fon full 6.0 hilowatts
Class "A" effective nadiated powenr without nestriction to any
othen aflocation or alfotment. WECY-FM cunnrently cpenates
with 3.0 kifowatts effective nadiated powen as peunitted
unden prev.ious rwules.

The §inancial burnden associated with this prnoposed
channel change f§on the Licensee of WECY-FM {4 very small when
comparned w.ith the advantages gained by all affeccted Licenseces
to this matten. The WECY-FM §requency change can be
acecomplished by the simple neplacement of the transmitten
excelten ecnystal o nesetting of PIP switches thenein and
20 ight netuning of the transmitten propen. Becawse the
change in §requency L4 veny Afight, one channef (0.2 MHz],
the existing WECY-FM transmitting antenna should effect
without any Loss {in penfonmance.

Complete eng.inecering allocation study .in support of the

Asignment of WECY-FM from FM channel 252A to 253A .4
attached.

This petition i+ beficved to be in the public .intenest
and Commission considenation and proecess thenreupon L4 greatly
appreciated.

Don Schwantz,
V.iice President
Atlantic Monnis Broadecarsting, Inc.
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WITH THE SUBSTITUTION OF CHANNEL 253A FOR 252A

IN SEAFORD, DELAWARE
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FM ALLOCATION STUDY SUPPORTING THE SUBSTITUTION OF CHANNEL

253A FOR 252A IN SEAFORD, DELAVARE

Channel 252A (98,3 MHz) is currently allotted to
Seaford, Delaware and utilized by station WECY—FM. WVECY-FM
operates with an effective radiated power of 3 kilowatts and
antenna 100 meters average helght above average terrain. An
FM allocation study was completed for WECY-FM transmitter
geographical coordinates on both channels 252A (98.3 MHz) and

253A (98.5 HHz).

Vith present operation on channel 252A (98.3 MHz), WECY-
FM is short-spaced under the rules part 73.207(b) (1> (Minimum
distance separation between stations) with the transmitter
sites of co-channel Class A stations WKTU, Ocean City, New
Jersey by 11.12 kilometers and with WSMD, Mechanicsville,
Maryland by 8.99 kilometers. This is shown in attached
allocation study with WECY-FM operating on present authorized

channel 252A; see Exhibit A",

With proposed operation of WECY-FM on substituted
channel 253A (98.5 MHz), full required 6 kitowatt Class A
spacing in compliance with part 73.207(b> (1) of the rules is
achieved with all other allotments and assignments as shown
in allocation study Exhibit "E'., Compliance with part
73.207¢c) with respect to minimum distance separation from TV
channel 6 and any allotment or assignment on channel 253A is

also eésily met with WPVI(TV), the nearest channel 6 facility



ALLOCATION STUDY TO AMEND THE TABLE OF FM ALLOTMENTE
SEAFORD, DE <(continued, page 2 of 3

which is located approximately 160 kilometers distant.

Minimum required separation in TV zone I 1is 17 kilonmeters

with a Class A FM station on channel 253 (98.5 MHz).

Substitution of channel 253A in place of existing
channel 252A to Seaford, DE and subsequent channel change of
WECY-FM would improve reception within the normally protected
1 millivolt (60dBu) coverage areas and extended secondary
coverage areas of stations WECY-FM, WKTU and WSMD due to the
reduction in mutual interference between stations, and
secondly, would permit WECY-FM to optilonally apply to the
Commission for an increase in effective radiated power to 6

kilowatts omnidirectional.

The change of a single channel (in this case from
channel 252A to 253A) is typically accomplished simply by the
replacement of a quartz crystal in the FM exciter (or by the
resetting of dip switches in a frequency synthesized type
exciter) and slight retuning of the transmitter. The
transmission line and FM antenna typically operate with
virtually no change in efficiency for this slight change in
operating frequency (0.2 MHz). Therefore, the caost and
labor required for thie frequency change 1= insignificant
when compared to the benefits afforded to affected stations

WECY-FM, VKTU and WSMD.



ALLOCATION STUDY TO AMEND THE TABLE OF FM ALLOTMENTS
SEAFORD, DE (continued, page 3 of 3)

Accordingly, 1t is believed that amendment of the Table
of FM allotments with the deletion of channel 252A and
substitution of channel 253A to Seaford, DE, would best gserve

the public interest.

respectfully submitted,

WU
(3093

Richard F. Arsenault
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